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invaders and that very soon a larger army would
come to its assistance. The Mahrattas desired
somehow to get into Nijagal which was so good
a fort and make use of it in further expeditions.
They tried therefore to get the gates opened by
intrigue. The people, Bbwever, were thoroughly
loyal to Ramarasa and the time of the invader
was wasted. At the end of some ten days the
Mahratta commander received orders from his
superior, who had gone a little further with the
main army, to come and join him. On this
occasion also the invading troops had to move
forward without doing any harm to Nijagal.

As on those two occasions the Paleygar had
stayed within the fort from fear, the invading
troop came in smaller numbers on this occasion.
The previous occasions had given some ex-
perience to Ramarasa also. He had arranged
with the neighbouring chieftains for help and, if
*the invaders' numbers permitted, he had decided
to lead his men against them in a sally. As it
happened the smaller numbers of the enemy
permitted of this plan being executed. When
for three days friendly words had no effect, the
Paleygar, on the fourth morning, fell upon the
invading troops at an early hour and before they
knew what was happening scattered them. The